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Safer Streets, Less Traffic, a Happier Ashland

To: Ashland Parks and Recreation Commission & Transportation
Advisory Committee

From: Streets for Everyone

Date: November 26, 2025

RE: Proposed changes to Winburn Way

Streets for Everyone, an Action Team of the Ashland Climate Collaborative, is pleased
to have an opportunity to provide input on APRC's proposed changes to Winburn
Way. The mission of Streets for Everyone is to make Ashland more livable by
promoting walking, biking, and public transportation.

We have reviewed APRC's five options to improve Winburn Way. We believe that by
drawing off the best features of each, it is possible to improve Winburn Way in ways
that: 1) meet the needs of all Lithia Park users, 2) minimize costs, 3) fulfill APRC’s
primary objective “to reduce speeds and improve safety for pedestrians and
bicyclists,” and 4) compliment Lithia Park itself by making it a better, more enjoyable
and safe place for everyone.

We recommend that APRC utilize the city's street standards (Development Code
18.4.6.040.F) for “neighborhood streets with parking on one side.” This standard is
consistent with Winburn Way's:

1) 30-foot wide curb-to-curb width, and
2) trraffic volume of roughly 1,000 motor vehicles per day.

This recommendation also leaves room within the curb-to-curb distance to create a
safe pedestrian space (instead of the five- to six-foot wide sidewalks as shown in the
road standards table below).


https://ashlandclimate.org/transportation/
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Utilizing the Code’s dimensions for a neighborhood street with parking on one side
allows: 1) a single shared 15-foot travel lane, 2) a seven-foot wide parking lane on one
side, and 3)an eight-foot wide paved pedestrian walkway (15'+7'+8'=30’).

Converting Winburn Way into a neighborhood street with parking on one side is a
perfect fit, given the Commission’s objectives expressed during their August 27 Open
House, the lack of funding for the construction of sidewalks, the 30’ pavement width
and low daily traffic volumes on Winburn Way This design will maintain two-way
traffic, provide for motor vehicles, bicycles, and pedestrians and, importantly, have a
positive impact on the Lithia Park environment. It will also allow people walking and
people using wheelchairs to conveniently access (and move between) important
Lithia Park locations (the Butler Bandshell, Butler Perozzi Fountain, Japanese
Garden, and Upper Duck Pond).

Included below is Streets for Everyone’s recommmended cross-section. We believe it
integrates the best of the APRC's options.
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The parking lane shown above should be reserved for persons with disabilities, and
provided at multiple locations (the Butler Bandshell, Japanese Garden, and Upper
Duck Pond). These parking spaces will improve access to the park for persons with
disabilities, while also serving as a physical protection for pedestrians. The
construction of raised crosswalks at these same locations—proposed by APRC at the
Open House—would enhance the user experience, improve accessibility, and reduce
traffic closer to the 15 mph posted maximum speed limit.

Currently, more than 72 percent of people driving automobiles on this section of
Winburn Way exceed the posted speed, according to the city's speed study
conducted between July 30 and August 7. Traffic calming will make Winburn Way
more harmonious with the Lithia Park environment while causing little or no
inconvenience for auto drivers.

A two-way 15-foot travel lane—which would only exist where handicapped accessible
parking is provided—is sufficient to allow vehicles of average width (i.e., less than six
feet) to pass one another safely. There are many streets in Ashland with parking on


https://www.extraspace.com/blog/self-storage/average-car-dimensions/#:~:text=to%2018%20feet-,How%20Wide%20Is%20the%20Average%20Car?,also%20varies%20by%20car%20size.
https://www.extraspace.com/blog/self-storage/average-car-dimensions/#:~:text=to%2018%20feet-,How%20Wide%20Is%20the%20Average%20Car?,also%20varies%20by%20car%20size.

one or both sides of the street, where people driving automobiles need to share the
travel lane with oncoming traffic. Table 1, below, includes a sampling of streets with
an approximate 15-foot shared travel lane.

Table 1. - Streets with an Approximate 15-foot Shared Travel Lane

Street Name Curb to Curb Parking (one/both  Net Travel Lane

Width sides) Width
Hargadine 18’ 6” One 11’ 6"
Hargadine 29’ 10” Both 15" 10”
Pioneer (above OSF) 29’ 6” Both 15’ 6”
Orange 21’ 9” One 14’ 9”
Vista 19’ 10” One 12’ 10”
Morton 28°'10” Both 14’ 10”

The proposed design has been proven to be very safe throughout the city. Traffic
calming, coupled with the 15 mph speed limit, will change the character of Winburn
Way from a “car” street into a multi-functional paved “way" for all.

Thank you for the opportunity to join with you in making Ashland and Lithia Park
better for everyone. We'd be happy to discuss our recommendations further. We can
be reached at SEFE@ashlandclimate.org.

Respectfully submitted,

The Streets for Everyone Action Team
Aaron Michalson, Mike Vergeer, Sharon Dohrmann, Thor Morris, and Gary Shaff
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