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Ashland water supply as of Nov. 18:

Reeder Reservoir 41.5% full
(Click here to access the city's dashboard with up-to-date information on water usage.)

Getting Your Irrigation System Ready for Winter Cold

The coldest month in Ashland is
December, with January in a close
second place. The average low
temperature in both of these months
hovers around 30°F or -1°C, not
much below freezing.

However, sometimes the temperature can go well below freezing. The coldest
temperature ever recorded was -4°F on Dec. 9. 1972. This cold snap lasted for
about a week with temperatures ranging from -4°F to 18°F.



The lowest temperature in recent years was -1°F on Dec. 20, 1990, and again
on Dec. 10, 2013. There were three days in 2009 (Dec. 9-11) where Ashland
reached only 4°F! This is why preparing your irrigation system for winter is a
must in Ashland.

The consequences of failing to winterize may not be seen until you turn on your
irrigation system next spring, revealing cracked and broken pipes and valves.
Remember, an irrigation system that has a leak the size of the thickness of a
dime can waste about 6,300 gallons of water per month!

The following tips are from How Do I Winterize My Irrigation System published
by the Rain Bird sprinkler company. [Bracketed remarks are made by your local
author.]

1. Insulate Your Assets

Shut off the water supply to the irrigation system. The main shut-off valve for
your system needs to be protected against the freezing cold. Make sure it is
wrapped with insulation (foam insulation tape and a plastic bag) to protect it
from harsh winter temperatures. [Consider using recycled bubble wrap or other
packing materials you may have collected.] If you do not have a main shut-off
valve, you might consider installing one as a preventative investment. Also, any
above-ground piping needs to be insulated. Self-sticking foam insulation tape
or foam-insulating tubes work just fine, and you can find them at many home
supply stores.

2. Stay in Control

If you have an automatic system, then you will need to pause or temporarily 
shut down the controller (timer). Most controllers have a "rain mode" which 
shuts off the signals to the valves. The controller is still on, continues to keep 
time throughout the winter, and doesn't lose programming information (start 
times, valve run times, etc.) The only change is that the valves will not activate. 
If your controller is responsible for activating a pump you should remove the 
wires that are connected to the MV (Master Valve) and common terminals, as a 
precaution. This will prevent the pump being accidentally activated, which could 
cause damage from overheating. An alternative to using the "rain mode" is 
simply to shut off the power to the controller. If you do so, when spring time rolls 
around, you'll need to reprogram the time and potentially all your other settings 
as well - which is not a bad idea anyway, considering seasonal changes in 



water use!

3. Drain the Pipes

Now you need to remove the water from the pipes and sprinklers so that it 
won't freeze, expand, and break the pipe. There are several ways to drain your 
pipes: a manual drain valve, an automatic drain valve, or the compressed air 
blow-out method. Since there could be potential safety risks, we recommend 
contacting your local irrigation specialist. Many offer sprinkler winterization 
services this time of the year. [Hillside locations in Ashland often take 
advantage of gravity to drain without these actions. Again, it's best to check 
with your irrigation specialist if you are in doubt.]

4. Protect Valves and Backflow Preventers

Insulate valves and backflow preventers if they are above ground. You can also 
use insulation tape for this. Be sure not to block the air vents and drain outlets 
on backflow preventers. 
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Holiday Hiatus

We're taking a break for the holidays, so there will be no newsletter next month, 
December 2022. Your January 2023 edition will have tips on household water 
savings. Stay tuned, and please share this newsletter with your family and 
friends. Or better yet, invite them to sign up to receive the newsletter and other 
ACC content by visiting AshlandClimate.org.

This newsletter is complied by the Water Action Team of the Ashland Climate 
Collaborative.

Did you know that conserving water also reduces fossil fuel emissions caused 
by treating and moving water?

We Need Your Support to Do This Important
Work

The Ashland Climate Collaborative is a volunteer-based
organization that needs YOUR support to help us all meet

Ashland's climate goals by 2050. Your gift is tax deductible.

From now until Nov. 30, 2023 all gifts - up to $5,000 - will be doubled, and if you give
$100 or more, you will be automatically entered into our drawing for one of four 60-

minute home energy assessments with our energy experts Ben Scott or John
Spillman. 

Click here to view Ashland Climate Collaborative's 2022 Fall Briefing

The Ashland Climate Collaborative is an Oregon-registered non-profit and 501(c)(3) non-profit
organization based in beautiful Ashland, Oregon.

Click Here to DOUBLE Your Gift & Enter the Drawing ($100 or more).



Make a donation!

Our mailing address is:
Ashland Climate Collaborative

1467 Siskiyou Boulevard #2068
Ashland, Oregon 97520-2336
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