
July 26, 2022

Greetings! We hope you’re enjoying the summer so far!

In this issue: 

• Upcoming Events:

◦ Electrify Support Group, Thursday August 18

◦ All ACC Volunteer Meeting, Wednesday September 7

• Links to recordings of our recent Calm Your Streets and Renewable Natural

Gas webinars

• We debunk Avista's promotion of renewable "natural" gas

• More local tips and solutions

Thanks for taking this journey with us!

 Free Upcoming Events 

Electrify Support Group,  Thursday, August 18, 7pm

Ashland residents and local home energy experts come together for a
free Zoom get-together on Thursday August 18 at 7pm. Come share
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experiences and ask questions about switching from “natural” gas to
electric heating/cooling, water heating, and cooking. Whether you're
just getting considering your options or a few steps into your plan, all
are welcome! Register at bit.ly/AugustElectrifyAshland or learn more
here. 

All ACC Meeting, Wednesday, September 7, 7pm

On September 7 at 7pm, we're hosting an All ACC
Meeting for current Collaborative volunteers and those who’d like to
learn more about the organization. This is a chance to meet other
local climate solutions volunteers, learn more about the
Collaborative's strategy for building a sustainable organization, and
brainstorm on key challenges including recruiting and engaging more
volunteers. We'll meet by zoom to stay COVID-safe. Click here to
register, or suggest discussion topics by emailing
Lorrie@ashlandclimate.org. 

Welcome Alec Perrone, our First Staff Person! 

Alec Perrone joined our team in July as Communications Assistant.
An experienced climate campaign activist and grant writer, Alec is an
SOU graduate and served previously as an Environmental Justice
Organizer with the Environmental Justice Leadership Institute and a
Youth Climate Intern with Rogue Climate. 
 

Alec will assist with our websites, social media, and more starting at
10 hours a week and adding more hours as we grow. We're thrilled to have
Alec on board. He can be reached at communications@ashlandclimate.org. 
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New Resources 

Webinar Recording:
Renewable Natural Gas: NOT a Path to Cleaner Energy

 
Our July 13 webinar is now on YouTube -- in which we answer your questions

about a recent Avista bill insert that (misleadingly) offered residents the

opportunity to lower their footprint by paying extra for renewable natural

gas. Speakers: Melanie Plaut of Oregon Physicians for Social Responsibility;

Kiki Velez, Natural Resources Defense Council; & Brian Stewart of Electrify

Now.  

 

 

Electrify Ashland Now �nds Avista’s RNG o�er "Misleading at Best"

Electrify Ashland Now has issued a statement on the recent Avista offer

promoting renewable "natural" gas as a way to lower your carbon footprint. 

The bottom line:  "Renewable “natural” gas (RNG) has no proven advantages

over fossil “natural” gas. All available research supports the conclusion that

efficiency and electrification are far superior to utilizing fossil “natural” gas or

RNG – from climate, health, and financial perspectives. We urge Ashland

residents to continue on their path to all-electric homes. And we urge oil and

gas companies to invest in a real clean energy future rather than taking a

“greenwashing” approach that perpetuates easily avoided greenhouse gas

emissions that are fueling climate chaos.”

Answers to your Questions

• Won’t the grid get overloaded if everyone electrifies houses and buys an
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EV?

• Why doesn’t Electrify Ashland Now recommend tankless electric hot water

heaters?

                                        

Electrification in the Media

"Heat pumps are efficient and eco-friendly. So why are they so rarely
used?" (Washington Post, July 21, 2022)

                                             

New Resources
 

Webinar Recording: How to Calm Your Streets

Our July 20 webinar is now on YouTube. Learn about the City of Ashland’s

Traffic Calming and Safety Improvement Pilot Program, a way for neighbors to

come together to make their streets safer for everyone to bike, walk, or roll. 

Speakers: Linda Peterson Adams, Chair, City of Ashland Transportation

Commission; Scott Fleury, City of Ashland Director of Public Works; and Mike

Vergeer, Streets for Everyone.  Thank you to our sponsors Ashland Electric

Bikes, The Handlebar, and Piccadilly Cycles!

              

Download the City of Ashland’s Traffic Calming and Safety
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Improvement Pilot Program information packet, application, and
petition here.

     

                                         
           

New Resources 
from our Water Team

• Don't just worry about water. Check out

our July Water Conservation News and

share it with friends.

• Here's an excellent City of Ashland resource

on outdoor water use.

• Drought-tolerant plants rock! Find some at

AshlandSavesWater.

Take Advantage of City
Incentives

Yes, it's true!
The City of Ashland offers incentives

for switching to energy-saving

climate solutions such as electric

heat pumps, heat pump water

heaters, induction cooking, EVs,

and more! 

 
Explore the City's incentive and rebate

programs here

Our Nonprofit Status and Tax Deductibility
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In May, the Collaborative applied for federal 501(c)(3) tax-exempt status.

According to the IRS, while an organization's application is pending, it "can

treat itself as exempt from federal income tax under section 501(c)(3). If the

organization ultimately qualifies for exemption for the period in which the

contribution is made, the contribution will be tax-deductible by the donor.” 

We greatly appreciate your donations sent by check to Ashland Climate

Collaborative, 1467 Siskiyou Blvd #2068, Ashland, OR 97520. Thank you for

your support!

 Talking About Climate Change Might Be fhe Most Important Thing You Can
Do

…so please take a moment to share this newsletter with a friend!
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The Ashland Climate Collaborative is an Oregon-registered non-profit and (pending) 501(c)(3) non-profit

organization based in beautiful Ashland, Oregon.

Our mailing address is:

Ashland Climate Collaborative

1467 Siskiyou Boulevard #2068

Ashland, Oregon 97520-2336

Want to change how you receive these emails?

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.
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